added that, whatever the virtues and advantages of sophisticated technology, 'there is a price to be paid for everything'. Subsequent discussion was inaugurated by Professor Howard Hiatt of the Harvard Medical School, endorsing the view that we should avoid pursuing, in our zeal, treatments that may be 'unnecessary, unsuccessful, unsafe or unkind' . Lady Micklethwait of the National Childbirth Trust spoke briefly against the overuse of elaborate equipment in labour wards which sometimes, in solving some problems, creates others. A general practitioner, speaking from the floor, remarked that in her experience the public are 'voting with their feet' against high technology, and that often her patients expressed a wish to stay at home rather than being sent into hospital, for fear of having their lives unnecessarily prolonged. The 'Living Will' forms currently distributed by the Voluntary Euthanasia Society were also mentioned. In reply Professor Jennett stressed the ambivalent nature of society's attitude to death. He pointed out that some doctors who have withheld or withdrawn treatment have ended up in legal difficulties. However, he agreed with Dr Harvey that in general the public are 'ahead of the doctors' in their approach, and that meetings such as the present one help to declare that the subject is respectable to discuss. Ten years ago such a frank exchange of views would not have occurred.
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Society news
News from the President (No. 3) This issue of the Society's journal is the first to appear in the new format which I announced to the membership in my first column (May 1985 JRSM, p 415) . I consider it to be a significant and exciting development in our publishing activities, which underlines not only the important part they play in the Society's affairs but also the major contribution made by the JRSM to the broader field of medical and scientific reporting in this country. I hope all recipients of the JRSM will share my enthusiasm and seek to play an active role in our journal's growth by contributing papers, letters and, of course, constructive criticism where it is due. This is an appopriate place formally to record the Society's appreciation of ten years of outstanding service by Dr V R Bloom, who leaves the editorial chair with this issue. In those ten years, under his guidance, the JRSM has gained a solid reputation as a publication of note and it is fitting that tribute should be paid here to his efforts to achieve that position. All Fellows, I know, will join me in wishing him well in his future activities. It is tremendously reassuring to know that, as the JRSM in its new format moves forward into uncharted waters, it will have at its helm a man of proven ability and considerable editorial experience. Professor A J Harding Rains assumes the editorship of the JRSM with effect from the next issue and has already begun to be actively involved in Society matters during the handover to him from Dr Bloom. Those who are connected with the Royal College of Surgeons of England will know that numbered amongst his many accomplishments is the editorship of their Annals, and we are indeed fortunate to acquire the services of someone with so singular a blend of scientific expertise and publishing and editorial experience. We welcome him warmly and look forward to seeing the continuing enhancement of the reputation of the JRSM during the coming yeArs.
At the time of writing there are only a few months to go before refurbishment of the old 1 Wimpole Street building is due to be completed. Although there have been the inevitable delays associated with any large-scale programme of building redevelopment, we are hopeful of occupying the office space there by April and also ofmaking available for meetings the superb facilities of the refurbished Barnes and West Halls. We expect very soon now to be able to report the arrangements for an opening ceremony to mark the completion of the whole redevelopment.
One disappointment in the past year has been the failure so far of Chandos House to attract a buyer and to provide the funds needed to meet the balance of costs of the refurbishment. Contingency plans for bank borrowing to cover this eventuality have, therefore, had to be acted upon and it is inevitable that interest charges will accrue which we shall need to take into account in our budget. Efforts are continuing to sell Chandos House but in the meantime the Society will have to do all that it can to raise funds for these and other purposes. With some sense of relief, therefore, I am pleased to report that Council endorsed in October the proposal that the Appeal Committee under Sir John Stallworthy's Chairmanship should continue in being until the end of March 1986 and that Mr R T Hewitt should continue to devote two days each week during that 0141-0768/86/ 010057-02/$02.00/0 @ 1986 The Royal Society of Medicine period to continuing promotion of the Appeal. Once again the Society finds itself in a position of indebtedness to Dick Hewitt, whose long experience will be invaluable to the Appeal Committee and to the Society in general at this difficult time in our financial affairs.
Not least among the effects of the completion of the refurbishment programme will be the opportunity it affords of restoring to the membership a full library service in comfortable surroundings. The library staff have been working under particularly difficult conditions amidst the upheaval, and it is to their resounding credit that a service of any kind has been maintained with such good cheer. I would like to record the Society's appreciation, and I know that Mr Stewart and his staff would in turn wish me, through these pages, to thank the membership for their understanding and forbearance during the disruption.
Turning now to news of recent social events, we were honoured in October by the presence of the Right Honourable Lord Robens of Woldingham who, as this year's Jephcott Lecturer, delivered a stimulating speech on 'Britain's Potential for Wealth Creation'. It was a most enjoyable evening for all who attended and provided much food for thought. I expect that no less absorbing will be the Lloyd Roberts Lecture in December by Baroness Warnock on the subject of 'Another Ten Years in Education'. It is clear that, while the Society can continue to promote such powerful intellectual events as these in the splendid surroundings of its new building, it will continue to reinforce its position as a centre of academic excellence.
It has become something of a tradition for the President of the Royal Society of Medicine to entertain to a working lunch all the Section Presidents. For the 1985/86 session three such lunches have been arranged, the first on 17 December, and the other two at the end of January and the beginning of February. The philosophy behind these lunches is that they should provide an informal forum for a frank exchange of views and a means for the President to be in direct touch with what is going on in the specialty Sections. I am sure the Section Presidents in turn find it useful to discuss with each other how they are organizing events within their own Section and to acquire a sense of what is going on in the Society at large. I am sure my successor, Sir Gordon Robson, will continue this tradition and find it as useful as I have during my Presidency.
In November the Executive Director and I attended the board meeting in New York of the Royal Society of Medicine Foundation Incorporated. We continue to foster links with our American colleagues and to strengthen those that already exist. The Foundation is clearly the major element in this activity, whilst more and more the Society is establishing fraternal relationships and other working contacts with professional associations and medical societies on the far side of the Atlantic. The Executive Director made a further tour in November of a number of such societies where he was well received. We shall be writing to those with whom new relationships were established to apprise their members of their eligibility to join the RSM and of the amenities we provide here in London for doctors visiting the United Kingdom from overseas. We greatly value these contacts and look forward to continuation of the special relationship that exists between our organization and our colleagues abroad.
The Forums continue to flourish as a Society activity. In September the Society's Venous Forum organized a major international conference on phlebology at Kensington Town Hall. It was well attended and, as the biggest meeting organized to date by the Society, was considered by all who were there to have been a resounding success. The week was brought to a successful conclusion by a banquet at the Guildhall at which Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra was the guest of honour. There has been a most practical outcome to the conference on phlebology in the form of a new journal to be published in England under the aegis of our Venous Forum. The Scientific and Executive Committee in October supported this venture, and I hope to be able to report further on this and other developments in the Forums in due course.
